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chapterAustralia and  

its neighbours

Learn how to:
• recognise how evidence and values produce 

different versions of past events, people and 
institutions

• compare different perspectives of Australia and 
the Asia–Pacific area

• use a range of primary and secondary sources 
and use historical conventions to document 
sources

• represent the past in a variety of forms including 
oral presentations, timelines and tables, short 
essays, discussion and debate

• describe and explain key changes in Australia’s 
relationship with the Asia–Pacific region, including 
key political ideas

• understand Australia’s international role in our 
region

• frame research questions and locate relevant 
resources, including online resources

• critically evaluate sources including oral history 
and visual representations. 

reasoning and interpretation

Learn about:
• investigate what society, politics and culture is 

like in the Asia–Pacific area.
• learn about significant issues and events for 

Australia and the countries of our region.
• describe and explain the events and ideas that 

shaped Australian society and its attitude to the 
Asia–Pacific area.

• learn about Australia’s involvement in 
international organisations such as the United 
Nations, and Australia’s security treaties.

• examine the emergence of the USA as a 
superpower and its effect on Australia.

knowledge and understanding

1  What do you think the Asia–Pacific is?
Some Australians have little idea of what the Asia–Pacific area is apart from stereotypes based on what 
they see or hear in the media. Asia is a vast region comprised of many different nations, cultures and 
religions.  
So who or what is an Asian? 

2  ‘I’ve been to Bali too!’
Have you or anyone you know travelled to Bali or anywhere else in Asia? Share your observations and 
experiences with the class. If you have not travelled there yet, would you like to? Why, or why not? 

what do you already know?

Figure 8.1

Tropical sunset, Bali, Indonesia.

Australia — European outpost or part of Asia?

Australia has long cast its glance towards Europe yet it is located in the Asia–
Pacific region. The Asia–Pacific Rim (all the countries bordering the Pacific 

Ocean) is made up of roughly five areas: 
• New Zealand (our closest region neighbour) and the smaller islands of the Pacific 

Ocean
• South-East Asia
• North Asia
• North America
• South America.

It stands to reason that the Asia–Pacific region is an important part of the world 
for us. 

Australia’s largest trade partners are both in the Pacific — the USA, Australia’s 
biggest trading partner, and Japan, the second most important. Australia has a 
special relationship with New Zealand based on kinship, history and free trade. 
In this chapter we will investigate all the ways in which we depend on the 
countries of our region. 

Timeline 

Colombo Plan. Australian troops join 
Korean War 1950

1939–45Australia involved in World War II

1914–18Australia involved in World War I

1901
Federation. Australian colonies form 
Commonwealth of Australia

1954
Australia joins SEATO (South East Asia 
Treaty Organisation)

ANZUS treaty (Australia, New 
Zealand, USA)

1951

1947 Indonesia gains independence

1962–72Australia involved in Vietnam War

1967
ASEAN (Association of South East 
Asian Nations) founded

1991
APEC (Asia–Pacific Economic 
Cooperation) founded

2002East Timor achieves full 
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In spite of being a multicultural society since the end of the White Australia 
Policy in 1973, Australians still tend to see themselves as having European 
values, history and institutions. We are a Western democracy. This has created 
difficulties for our relationships with some other countries in the Asia–Pacific 
region, which have different traditions.

In the past, Australia saw itself as a European (British) outpost with a small 
population in a hostile part of the world, far from Europe. Most Australians felt 
racially superior to non-European neighbouring people, but at the same time 
feared being overrun or outnumbered by them. For this reason Australians 
continued to support Britain as their defender but also established a federation 
in 1901 to improve their defence.

The move away from concentrating on Britain and Europe in Australia’s 
foreign policy to seeing the USA and the Asia–Pacific as more important was 
a result of World War II. Britain was defeated by the Japanese in Singapore in 
1941 and the Australian mainland was bombed in 1942. As Britain could no 
longer help, Australia had to look for another ‘great and powerful friend’. 

The alliance with the USA was established and strengthened by the ANZUS 
Treaty in 1951. In 1954 Australia joined the USA’s anti-communist miliary 
alliance, the South East Asia Treaty Organisation (SEATO). ‘Forward Defence’ 
was developed by backing Australia’s Western allies in the region. Australia 
was part of the Commonwealth Occupation Forces in Japan; supported the 
United Nations in the Korean War; helped Britain fight the communists in 
Malaya and aided the USA in Vietnam. These alliances were aiming to keep 
the presence of Australia’s ‘great and powerful friends’ and their guarantee of 
protection in the Asia–Pacific region.

Australians continued to fear the intentions of Asian people. Many of these 
attitudes, until the 1970s, were based on fear of communist expansion and old 
colonial and racist ideas that were out of step with the times. Australia’s relations 
with neighbouring Asian–Pacific countries have improved since. 

Australia’s place in the 
world: the background

8.1
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Figure 8.3

Australia’s neighbours. 

Figure 8.2

Australian Aviation Squadron soldiers as part of the United 
Nations contingent in East Timor, 2001. 

Well over half of Australia’s exports go to Asia, and 

about half of its imports come from 

there. Six per cent of Australians 

were born in the Asian region. 

More than 80 per cent of the vast 

international student intake comes 

from Asia and half Australia’s 

tourist numbers (the leading export 

industry) come from there. Tens of 

thousands of Australians work in 

Asia in banking, financial consulting, 

cement making, engineering and 

retail marketing. Australians in many 

places are teaching English and 

advising on heritage projects.

Source: Milner 2002

Did you know?

Australian citizenship was established 

for the first time in 1949 and it was 

in that year that Australia began to 

develop its own foreign  
policy. 

Did you know?

The first laws brought in by the new 

Commonwealth federal parliament 

restricted migration to Australia 

to Europeans only and deported 

Pacific Islanders who worked on the 

Queensland sugar cane fields. This 

racist policy became known as the 

White Australia Policy and  
continued until 1973. 

Did you know?

Understanding the topic
1  How is Australia different from 

most Asian countries? 

2  In your own words, describe how 
Australia came to depend on the 
alliance with the US.

3  The US alliance has been seen 
as an insurance policy for 
Australia’s security. What were 
some of the premiums? 

thinking historically
  H Analyse the impact of significant events and ideas in  
shaping world history and describe the key changes in social 
and political attitudes, ideologies and values in society

  H Learn about the increasingly global interconnections in the 
20th century and about Australia’s involvement in  
international organisations such as the United Nations. 
Examine the emergence of the USA as a dominant power in 
the 20th century and its effect upon a region of the world. 
Apply knowledge about representative democracy and 
systems of government

1 How does Australia’s location affect our national interests?

2 Brainstorm some of Australia’s main connections and interests  
with the Asia–Pacific area.

3 Which is more important to Australia – the US alliance or 
connections in the Asia–Pacific region? Justify your answer. 
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The three main themes of Australia’s contemporary foreign policy are:

• an alliance with the USA and the West

• good relations with Asia

• an association with the South Pacific.

Some international issues impact on Australia’s national interest and 
security, many of which relate to each other, including:

1 international terrorism (not just based on Islamic fundamentalism)

2 weapons of mass destruction (WMD) – nuclear, biological and chemical

3 world poverty and related factors such as overpopulation and lack of 
education

4 refugees

5 global warming, climate change and other threats to the environment

6 HIV AIDS, SARS, Avian (bird) flu, tuberculosis and other health threats

7 natural disasters such as the Indian Ocean tsunami

8 international law and order questions, such as:

a so-called ‘failed states’

b countries breaking international agreements

c other international crimes such as drug trafficking, people smuggling, 
human rights abuses and environmental abuses.

The government tries to prevent threats to its national security through 
its relations with other countries. The most important ways it does this are 
through:

1 Australia’s alliances with the USA and other Western countries.

2 Treaties and exchanges with other countries in defence, trade, law 
enforcement, the environment and cultural exchange.

3 Involvement with international groups and agencies such as the United 
Nations and regional associations.

4 Direct military involvement in peace-keeping and military or police 
operations to support other countries.

5 Overseas aid, investment and help to countries having difficulties such as 
post-disaster or post-war reconstruction; and assistance with breakdown of 
law and order, or poverty and disease.

6 Promoting friendly links with other countries through government 
agencies, non-government agencies (NGAs) and individuals. Much of this 
happens through cultural and scientific exchange, business connections and 
tourism.

7 Australia showing itself to be a good example of a world citizen by promoting 
international law and order, international rights and responsibilities 
of countries and individuals, and carrying out its international 
responsibilities.

Alliance  Usually based on a military 
treaty, where countries promise to help 
defend each other in the event of an 
attack from other countries.

Failed state  A country whose law and 
order has broken down and that has 
become politically unstable. 

Foreign policy  Our relations with 
other countries. Foreign policy is a 
responsibility of the federal government 
and aims to advance Australia’s national 
interest in accordance with the values of 
the Australian people. *

Fundamentalism  A belief in the literal 
(word-for-word) truth of a religious or 
political text or body of ideas. Adherents 
often want to impose this on others by 
force or persuasion.

National interest  The security (safety) 
and prosperity (well-being) of Australia 
and Australians. 

Refugee  A person seeking refuge (or 
safety) in another country from war, 
persecution, human right abuses or 
poverty. 

Stereotype  A standardised idea or 
concept without foundation.

Treaty  An agreement between countries 
or international organisations based 
on national interest to create security 
and prosperity. A federal government 
responsibility.

Values  Strongly held system of shared 
beliefs considered to be important.

Main themes in Australia’s 
overseas relations

8.2

Figure 8.5

Troops to Iraq. 
Source: Nicholson cartoon 2005

Understanding the topic
1  What are the three main themes  

in Australia’s foreign policy?

2  What are some of the important 
ways in which the Australian 
government tries to protect its 
citizens from overseas threats? 

Figure 8.6

Australian Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer. 
Source: Nicholson cartoon 2004  
‘East Timor Oil Boundary’

Figure 8.4

The Indonesian President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono and Australian 
Prime Minister John Howard. 
Source: Nicholson cartoon 2005  
‘Bambang looking South’

thinking historically

  H Frame research questions and locate relevant  
resources

1 In small groups, discuss what you think Australia’s values  
are and report back to the class.

2 What are possible solutions for the problem faced by 
countries like Tuvalu?

3 Refer to figures 8.4, 8.5 and 8.6. What issues in Australia’s 
foreign policy do they represent? What is the message of 
each? 

4 In groups, discuss the threats to Australia’s national security 
listed above. Try to rank them in order of their seriousness or 
importance. Be prepared to justify your answer with logical 
reasons and evidence. 

5 Investigate one of the eight threats to Australia’s security. 
Frame an appropriate search string for an Internet search 
and find three current articles, websites or news items on 
your chosen topic. Present what you have found to the class 
and offer an opinion on the issue’s seriousness and possible 
solutions, referring to the evidence that you have found. 

6 Refer to figures 8.8 and 8.9 on p 196. Make as many 
observations as you can about the lifestyle (culture, 
prosperity, technology, education etc.) of the Lombok 
villagers. 
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Global warming may 
be a real problem for some of the 

smaller Pacific countries. Many 

scientists believe that greenhouse gas 

emissions may warm the Earth, melt 

the polar ice caps and force the sea 

to rise. Tuvalu, a small country north 

of Fiji, is no more than four metres 

above sea level and is very worried 

about this possibility. 

Did you know?

* Source: based on Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade White Paper 
2003
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Japan is Australia’s second biggest trading partner. The excellent relationship 
between the two countries, as democracies with shared interests, only dates 
from the 1950s.

Australia has a low population (20 million) and abundant natural resources. 
Japan is an ancient, heavily populated country of over 130 million with a 
shortage of natural resources. The two countries therefore have complementary 
trade arrangements where Australia provides raw materials and food and Japan 
trades manufactured goods in return.

Japan’s democratic tradition is half a century old and Australia’s White 
Australia Policy has been dead for over 30 years. Relations have not always 
been friendly though, as during the early part of the 20th century Japan sought 
to expand its empire in the Asia–Pacific region through military conquest and 
Australia had a fearful and racist attitude towards Japan.

Japan is an independent country that has been racially, linguistically and 
culturally distinct for 3000 years. It tried to isolate itself from the West after 
the 17th century. 

In the 1850s, the Black Ships of US Commodore Matthew Perry forced 
Japan’s opening to the West with a threat of invasion. Japan began to 
modernise in order to catch up with the technology of the Western powers 
from the 1860s under Emperor Meiji. At the end of the 19th century Japan 
received German help to westernise its army, and in 1902 it allied itself with 
Britain to modernise its navy. Many Australians feared Japan and felt betrayed 
by Britain, which many Australians still thought of as the home country, over 
this treaty with Japan.

Just two years after the Anglo–Japanese naval treaty and alliance, Japan’s 
modernised navy defeated the Russian fleet in the Pacific, which added to 
Australia’s fears. This was the first time a modern European nation had been 
defeated by an Asian nation, and it ran counter to racist ideas of European 
superiority common at the time.

Japan’s Pacific empire expanded through the next decades, putting it on 
a collision course with the other major Asia–Pacific powers of the time: the 

USA, Britain, France and Holland. All these countries had extensive colonies 
in the region. Britain occupied present-day Malaysia, Burma and India, and 
its major naval base in Singapore was meant to help protect Australia. France 
occupied Indochina (present-day Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos) and Indonesia 
was then the Dutch East Indies. Portugal ruled East Timor. The USA took 
over the Philippines from Spain in 1898.

Japan said that it needed the resources of Asia for its own development and 
that the USA was preventing this. It also claimed that it wanted to liberate 
Asia from the European colonisers. In practice, however, Japan’s expansion 
during World War II was brutal and many atrocities and war crimes were 
committed, such as the Rape of Nanking (Nanjing) and the Sandakan Death 
March. 

In 1942 Singapore fell and Australia was bombed. But in the same year 
the tide of war started to turn against Japan. Australian troops inflicted the 
first land defeats on the Japanese at Kokoda and Milne Bay in present-day 
Papua New Guinea. With US assistance, victory came to the Allies after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor by Japan in 1941 caused the USA to enter the war. 
The USA dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 and 
Japan had no choice but to surrender unconditionally. 

For Japan, the Allied occupation after the War sowed the seeds of their post-
war prosperity and democracy. In 1945, the Allies were taking over Japanese 
territory as a conquered enemy. By 1952, Japan had emerged as a fledgling 
democracy, welcomed back into the community of nations. The Allies had 
treated Japan generously and the Japanese were given aid to reconstruct their 
country. Japan became a democracy (even though the Emperor was retained as 
ceremonial head of state), a US ally and part of the Western Alliance.

Australia’s role in the Allied occupation force in Japan after the War 
positioned Australia as a reliable Western ally of the USA and Britain. 
Australia’s contribution to the occupation of Japan helped put the hatred 
of that country as an enemy behind it, and sowed the seeds of  a close and 
mutually profitable relationship between Australia and Japan. The issue of 
Australian soldiers’ Japanese war brides put some of the first cracks into the 
White Australia Policy.

Figure 8.8

Village life, Lombok, Indonesia. 

Figure 8.9

Traditional Lombok houses. 

Figure 8.7

Hindu temple at Tanah Lot, Bali, 
Indonesia. 

8.3 Australia and Japan

Japanese girls are still wearing 
the traditional kimono on 

special occasions. 

Figure 8.10 

Many people believe the dropping 

of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki to be war crimes. Others 

think that Japan’s government was 

dominated by militarist generals who 

would have forced the country to fight 

on and perhaps cause another million 

deaths, had it not been for the USA 

dropping the atomic bombs.

Did you know?

A state of war existed between 

Australia and Japan until 1952, when 

a peace treaty was finally signed in 

San Francisco. 

Did you know?

thinking historically

  H Frame research questions and locate relevant resources.

1 Define the term ‘crimes against humanity’. Investigate either 
Japan’s war in the Asia–Pacific region (refer to the Rape of 
Nanking and the Sandakin Death March) or the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the USA.

 Comment on whether these were crimes against humanity. 
Justify your answer. 

2 In groups, brainstorm all the names of Japanese products and 
companies you can think of. Go around the class and mention 
as many as you can without repeating any. How many did 
you find and who found the most? What conclusions can you 
draw from this about modern Japan? 

Understanding the topic
1  How do Japan and Australia 

complement each other as 
trading partners?

2  Since the 1950s, what changes 
in both Australia and Japan have 
improved the two countries’ 
relations?

3  What was the Anglo–Japanese 
naval treaty and what was 
Australia’s reaction to it? Why 
did Australia react as it did?

4  What was Japan’s justification 
for waging war in the Asia–
Pacific region? Was it justified? 
Give reasons for your answer.

5  What was the USA’s justification 
for dropping the atomic bombs 
on Japan in 1945? Was it 
justified? Give reasons.

6  What were the positive 
results that emerged from the 
occupation of Japan? 
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Korea is divided into the Republic of (South) Korea, which is a Western ally 
and has a population of about 50 million people, and The Peoples’ Republic 
of (North) Korea, which is communist and has a population of about  
20 million. South Korea became Australia’s fourth-biggest trading partner 
in 1997, and has a similar complementary trade relationship with Australia 
today as does Japan.

Korea was one of the oldest, most isolated nations on Earth – racially, 
linguistically and culturally distinct for 5000 years. 

Christianity was brought to Korea in the 18th century, creating civil war 
and strife, but was eventually adopted by about one-third of the people. From 
1885 Presbyterian and Methodist missionaries came to Korea. Australian 
Presbyterian missionaries worked in Korea from the mid-1880s, establishing 
schools and hospitals.

Over the centuries Korea was devastated by foreign invasions, particularly 
by Imperial Japan. Japan had taken over the country by 1910, turning it into 
a puppet state and brutally suppressing its language and culture for nearly 
four decades. In 1919, when the last Korean king, King Kojong, refused to 
grant further concessions, Japan allegedly ordered his fatal poisoning. 

During World War II, Japan forced 200 000 Korean women into sexual 
slavery for the Japanese Army and imprisoned or executed all resisters. 

Only Japan’s defeat in World War II briefly restored Korea’s freedom. In 
1945 Korea was divided along the 38th parallel by the Allies without the 
Korean people’s agreement, creating a north–south division with the North 
under communism and the South capitalism. 

In 1948 the first Australian officials arrived in Korea as members of 
UNCOK (United Nations Commission on Korea) and in 1949, Australia 
recognised the Republic of (South) Korea.

In 1950 the Korean War broke out: one of the most savage in recorded 
history. UN Forces under US command managed to protect the South from 
the North’s communist takeover, but destroyed the country through bombing. 
As a direct result of the three-year war, Korea was left geographically and 
ideologically divided, impoverished and ruined. 

The Statue of the Brothers (Figure 1.13) is an 18-metre wide and 11-
metre high symbol of the Korean War at the Republic of Korea National 
War Memorial in Seoul, South Korea and depicts a famous story about two 
brothers on opposite sides of the Korean War. The plaque reads in part:

Today South Korea has become one of the richest capitalist economies in 
the world, while the communist North stands isolated, starving, and its people 
governed under some of the planet’s last communist dictators. The rebuilding 
of South Korea after the Korean War has been a modern miracle. South Korea is 
a world leader in technology and the Global Economy. Korean brand names like 
Samsung, LG, Hyundai and Daewoo are household names in the West. In 1965 
Australia signed a South Korea Trade Agreement. In 1992 the Australia–Korea 
Foundation was created to forge closer ties.

South Korea is now giving economic help to the impoverished North 
Korea. There is still a state of military tension, but this may diminish as the 
two nations move closer. North Korea’s nuclear weapons program continues 
to be of great concern for the Asia–Pacific region.

Figure 8.11

The Hiroshima Dome – a memorial to those who 
perished when the atomic bomb was dropped in 1945. 

Figure 8.12

Korean girl in traditional Hanbok. 

8.4 Australia and Korea

The Hangul alphabet, consisting of 

28 letters, and promulgated by King 

Sejong in 1446, was created to allow 

common people to be literate.
Turtle boats (kobukson), iron-clad 

warships, were invented by Admiral 

Yi Sun-shin in 1592 to defeat the 

invading Japanese navy of Toyotomi 

Hideyoshi.Ondol, or under-floor heating, has 

been a feature of Korean homes for 

thousands of years.Tripitaka Koreana are movable 

wooden printing blocks of the 

complete collection of Buddhist texts, 

and were carved in the early 13th 

century. Source: Colleen Wood, Ethos, VASST, 

1998

Did you know?

Understanding the topic
1  Read ‘Did you know’? (on p 198).  

In groups, discuss the early 
Korean innovations listed, and 
explain reason why each was 
important. Which do you think 
was most important and why?

2  Why is Korea important to 
Australia politically, economically 
and historically?

3  How did Korea come to be 
divided?

4  What was the result of the  
Korean War for both South Korea 
and North Korea? 

Recently a modern, high-tech 

freeway tunnel was being built 

through a mountain in South Korea, 

traditionally held to be shaped like 

a tiger. When many road accidents 

happened, the local villagers lobbied 

the government to build statues of 

the only animal stronger than a tiger 

at the entrances to the tunnel. The 

accidents stopped. The Koreans 

used Feng Shui — part of their 

traditional culture — to cope with the 

modern world. What was the only 

animal stronger than a tiger? Did  

you guess? An elephant!

Did you know?

Figure 8.14

South Korea’s flag.

Figure 8.13

Source: ROK National War Memorial, Seoul

Source 1

The statue symbolising the Korean War depicts the past sufferings 
of the Korean people … the statue represents the dramatic reunion 
of an elder brother who was a Republic of Korea Army office and his 
younger brother who was a soldier of the North Korean Army on the 
Korean War battlefield. 
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The North Korean People’s Army crossed the 38th parallel into South Korea 
on 25 June 1950. Their intention was to push southward and reunify Korea 
under a communist government. After 72 hours of rapid advance, the North 
Koreans captured the southern capital, Seoul, and continued their offensive 
under increasing aerial bombardment from US and South Korean aircraft. 
Within days the USA, Britain and Australia had dispatched air and naval 
forces to support the hard-pressed Republic of Korea (ROK) forces.

The Australian government broke the news during an evening radio 
interview that Australian troops would be committed to Korea. The Third 
Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR) was to fight alongside the two British 
battalions in the Commonwealth Brigade under the command of US General 
Douglas Macarthur’s UN forces in Korea.

As the South Koreans fought against the northern invaders, the USA and 
its allies within the UN prepared to fight what they feared was a foray of 
communism into the post-World War II free world. The Korean Peninsula 
was to be the major battle ground.

By September 1950, when 3 RAR arrived, UN forces had been driven 
back by the North Korean invaders to a small area around Pusan in the  
south but UN forces then began driving the invaders back towards the  
38th parallel.

The UN forces continued to push the communists north towards the Yalu 
River and the Peoples’ Republic of China. Then, in 1951, the communist 
Chinese invaded Korea and the UN forces were again fleeing south. The War 
continued, with no outright victory for either side until 1953, when a ceasefire 
line was established on the 38th parallel once more.
 

Seventeen thousand Australian Service personnel served in Korea, including 
Army and RAAF nurses. Of these, 339 were killed, 1216 were wounded and 
29 became prisoners of war. As a proportion of forces committed to the war, 
Australia suffered the highest casualties of any war it has fought apart from 
World War I.

There were 74 000 UN fatalities, 35 000 US fatalities, and a staggering 
three million Korean dead. The ceasefire accorded no glorious victory, only a 
bitter truce which did, however, secure South Korea’s future prosperity.

thinking historically

  H Frame research questions and locate  
relevant resources.

1 Read the story of the mountain shaped like a tiger 
in ‘Did you know’ (p199)? As a class, discuss 
the relevance of Feng Shui to the construction 
process. What conclusions can you draw about 
modern South Korea from it? 

2 Investigate the symbolism of South Korea’s flag.

3 Using the Internet and other media, investigate 
the recent relations between the two Koreas. Are 
they likely to become unified in the future? Justify 
your answer. 

4 Explain the representation of the Statue of the 
Brothers (Figure 8.13 and source 1) in terms 
of literal (content and context) and symbolic 
meaning.

Australia’s involvement in 
the Korean War 1950–53

8.5

Twice a year Mrs Kim Chang-keun 

journeys over 400 kilometres from 

home to honour two Australian 

soldiers she never knew. The graves 

of Sergeant Vincent Healy and 

Lieutenant Colonel Charlie Green lie 

in the cemetery at Pusan in South 

Korea. They died in the Korean War.

Mrs Kim’s husband was killed on  

9 September 1950. Sergeant Healy 

died on 7 March 1951 on an ice-

covered hill called Slippery Slide 

trying to rescue Sergeant Charlie 

Scholl. Sergeant Scholl also died. In 

1961 Sergeant Healy’s mother visited 

Pusan to place a rosary and a handful 

of Australian earth on her son’s grave. 

Learning of Mrs Healy’s journey Mrs 

Kim decided to look after Sergeant 

Healy’s grave and, each year for 

the past 38 years, she has made a 

pilgrimage to place flowers on the 

grave and to check that the precious 

rosary beads are still in place.
Mrs Kim’s extraordinary devotion and 

generosity now extend to the care 

of Lieutenant Colonel Green’s grave. 

After seeing a television documentary 

about Lieutenant Colonel Green, the 

Commander of the Australian force 

who was killed in 1950, Mrs Kim was 

moved to take on the care of his grave 

as well. Source: Adam Patterson, Australia–Korea 

Foundation

Did you know?

The 1951, Chinese attack that led 

to the Battle of Kapyong interrupted 

a barbeque to celebrate ANZAC 

Day for the Turkish soldiers of the 

UN Contingent, hosted by the Royal 

Australian Regiment and the New 

Zealand artillery. 

Did you know?

The Battle of Kapyong was the most 

significant battle for the Australian 

Army in the Korean War. In the valley 

below, a combined small force of 

900 Australians and 900 Canadian 

soldiers supported by 15 US tanks 

and 24 New Zealand field artillery 

guns halted a Chinese offensive. 

These 10 000 Chinese soldiers had 

just overwhelmed a South Korean 

Division 20 kilometres to the south of 

there. From 23 April 1951, the Allied 

forces withdrew strategically through 

the valley southward over two days  

of heavy fighting. The attacking 

Chinese incurred such high losses 

they became exhausted and 

incapable of continuing the advance 

towards Seoul. Source: Dedication at the site of the  

Battle of Kapyong

Did you know?

Case study  1
The Battle of Kapyong
The Australian Army’s participation in the Korean War included several 
exceptional actions. Of all the military feats of the battalions of the 
Royal Australian Regiment in Korea, only the Battle of Kapyong was 
recognised formally with the award of a US Presidential Unit Citation, 
shared with a Canadian infantry battalion and a US tank company. It 
elevated a hard-fought rearguard action to the most commemorated 
Australian action of the Korean War.

Kapyong was not a big battle but it was a significant one. Timing 
was the key to its importance and subsequent recognition. It was 
an important delaying action holding up the Chinese advance to the 
South Korean capital, Seoul, allowing its evacuation and probably 
saving many lives. 
Source: based on Bob Breen, The Battle of Kapyong, Sydney, 1992

Understanding the topic
1  Construct a timeline on the main 

events in the history of Australia–
Korea relations. 

2  What overseas obligations led 
Australia to send troops to the 
Korean War? 

3  What is your reaction to Mrs 
Kim’s story (see the Did you 
know? on page 200)

thinking historically

  H Frame research questions and locate relevant  
resources

1 Locate and reproduce a political map of the Korean 
peninsula and surrounding countries. What conclusions can 
you draw from this about Korea’s geography and history? 

2 Summarise the course of the Korean War from 1950 to 1953. 
Why was the Battle of Kapyong such a significant battle? 
Mention the other countries involved in it in your answer.

3 In groups discuss whether Australia should have been 
involved in the Korean War. Justify your answer. 
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The ten countries of South-East Asia – Kampuchea (Cambodia), Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar (Burma), the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste (East Timor) and Vietnam – are so different from one another that 
it is difficult to work out what they have in common. The area is a patchwork 
of different languages, cultures and religions. 

Some of these countries have histories going back nearly 2000 years to 
early Buddhist and Hindu kingdoms and empires (Funan in Indochina in the 
2nd century AD, Srivijaya in Indonesia during the 5th century AD and the 
Khmers of Cambodia in the 6th century AD, to name but three). 

A common experience of all the countries of South-East Asia except 
Thailand is that they were colonised by foreign powers from the 16th century, 
but all at different times. The Portuguese were the first in Timor in the 16th 
century. The Dutch began colonising Indonesia from the 17th century but did 
not finish this process until they took over Aceh in northern Sumatra at the 
end of the 19th century. The Americans were the last, defeating the Spanish 
and conquering the Philippines in 1898.

All the colonised countries of South-East Asia developed ideas of nationalism 
and a desire for independence in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Rebellions 
were often brutally crushed by the European rulers, but independence heroes 
emerged such as Jose Rizal in the Philippines, Sukarno in Indonesia and Ho 
Chi Minh in Indochina.

Imperial Japan’s Asia–Pacific War interrupted this process. By 1942 
Japan had taken over all the European and US colonies in the region. Some 
independence fighters such as Ne Win in Burma and Sukarno in Indonesia 
sided with the Japanese against their imperial masters. Others, such as Ho 
Chi Minh, fought against the Japanese. The goal was the same, however: 
independence after the end of the War.

After independence the new countries in South-East Asia experienced 
a turbulent history. Much tension erupted during the birth of the new 
country of Malaysia. The Islamic Malays of the area were concerned about 
being outnumbered by the Chinese, and with the help of the British, limited 
their rights to land and political power. Many Chinese rebelled against this 
and joined the communists. The communists were eventually defeated by 
the British with the help of Australia. The final Malaysian Federation was 
established in 1963. Two years later, the overwhelmingly Chinese city of 
Singapore broke away from the Malaysian Federation to gain independence.

Australia, South-East Asia 
and Indonesia

8.6

Figure 8.15

Indonesia. Sukarno proclaims independence in 1945. 

At great personal risk to themselves, 

the Timorese had helped Australian 

soldiers (Sparrow Force) fight the 

Japanese in World War II. In 1975, 

during the Indonesian invasion, 

East Timor appealed to Australia 

to help it in its hour of need. Much 

to the dismay of many Australians, 

successive Australian governments 

did not come to East Timor’s aid, 

recognising Indonesia’s occupation  

of East Timor. 

Did you know?

An Australian General and over 

500 Australian service personnel 

ran the UN Transitional Authority in 

Cambodia (UNTAC) from 1989 to 

1993, assisting that country’s return 

to democracy and maintaining law  

and order after the murderous  

rule of the Khmer Rouge  
led by Pol Pot. 

Did you know?

Figure 8.17

An Australian soldier of the 1st Royal Australian Regiment on patrol with 
INTERFET in Timor-Leste in 2003.

Indonesia became a dictatorship after 1947 and was ruled by its 
independence leader, Achmad Sukarno, until 1965. Indonesia had a troubled 
beginning because of many regional differences with its thousands of islands, 
which were hard to keep unified. 

Sukarno also wished to take over land in North Borneo which led him into 
conflict (confrontation) with Malaysia in 1962. British and Australian troops 
fought to stop Indonesian infiltrators from entering North Borneo.

Concern about Sukarno’s Indonesia was a main reason why Australia lent 
its support to the USA in Vietnam in 1962. It was felt that because of help 
given, the Americans would support Australia if attacked by Indonesia.

In 1966 Sukarno was thrown out of power and replaced as president by 
General Thojib Suharto in a bloody revolution in 1965 when tens of thousands 
were killed (communists and ethnic Chinese particularly).

President Suharto was anti-communist and pro-Western. He was also a 
dictator and corrupt, but Australia’s relations with Indonesia improved. 

Figure 8.16

Timor-Leste. President Xanana Gusmao 
proclaims independence in 2002. 
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In 1975, 400 years of Portuguese rule collapsed in East Timor. No sooner 
had East Timor declared its independence than it was invaded by Indonesia. 
It is alleged that Indonesian troops also murdered several Western journalists 
who were covering the invasion.

Twenty-four years later the East Timorese still demanded independence. 
The UN finally sponsored a vote for the East Timorese to decide about 
independence and 78 per cent voted in favour. Violence erupted and the 
Australian Defence Force led international peace-keepers of INTERFET into 
the province to protect the inhabitants and UN peace monitors. 

Australia handed power over to the UN in 2001 to prepare East Timor 
for independence, although the Australian Army still provided most of the 
protection. Finally in 2002, East Timor received its independence and took 
the name Timor-Leste. 

The Indonesian people forced President Suharto’s resignation in a popular 
uprising in 1999 and put Indonesia on the road to democracy. In 2001 Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, daughter of Sukarno, became Indonesia’s first democratically 
elected President. Indonesia recognised Timor-Leste’s independence in 2002. 

Case study   2
Capital punishment in Asia
The use of the death penalty in Asia against Australian citizens is a 
good indicator of some of the differences between Australia and some 
of its regional neighbours and continues to create difficulties. 

Australia does not have the death penalty, claiming it to be 
‘barbaric’. Yet criticising its neighbours for using the death penalty 
against Australians who break the law in these countries may be seen 
as arrogant. Australia could be accused of being racist, thinking itself 
more civilised and progressive than countries that appear to put less 
value on human life and the reformation of prisoners.

The criticism by the Australian media and other groups of the 
application of the death penalty to Australians who break the law 
in other countries may be taken as interference in other countries’ 
internal affairs and show a lack of respect for their independence and 
legal systems. It could imply that Australia believes its citizens to be 
‘above the law’ in these countries.

Australia may appear hypocritical in its attitude to the death penalty 
and give mixed signals to our neighbours. Many Australians seemed 
happy when the Bali Bombers, the Jemaah Islamiyah terrorists 
who killed 186 people in 2003, were sentenced to death although 
Australia is officially against the death penalty. The Australian Federal 
Police continued to cooperate with the Indonesian National Police in 
providing evidence to convict the Bali Nine, although the penalties for 
these Australians may be death.

Many Asian countries see Australia as weak in punishing drug 
offenders. With its emphasis on reforming drug addicts they believe 
Australia is too soft on traffickers. They think that Australia has a drug 
problem that does not exist in their countries. In their opinion drug 
trafficking is a crime similar to murder, as it destroys lives and should 
be punished in the most severe way in order to protect their citizens.

Figure 8.18

Falantil guerrillas resist Indonesia in East Timor after 1975. 

Figure 8.19

Anti-Suharto riots in Jakarta, Indonesia 1999. 

Understanding the topic
1  Summarise some of the main 

differences and similarities 
between southeast Asian 
countries. 

2  How did Australia’s reaction to  
the Asian independence 
movements change after 1945? 
Suggest why.

3  Who was Sukarno and what  
were some of his policies?

4  Why did Australia send troops  
to Vietnam in 1962?

5  What was Australia’s reaction  
to the Indonesian invasion of  
Timor in 1975? What do you  
think about it?

6  Why did Australia–Indonesia 
relations deteriorate after 1999?

7  How have Australia’s relations 
with Indonesia and South-East 
Asia improved since 2001? Why 
have they improved? 

thinking historically

  H Frame research questions and locate relevant  
resources

1 Refer to figures 8.18 and 8.19. Describe the content and 
context of the representations. What conclusions can you 
draw from them? 

2 Find out about the deaths of the journalists at Balibo, East 
Timor, in 1975. What is your opinion of Australia’s reaction to 
this? 

or

3 Investigate the history of the Timor Gap treaty. What is your 
opinion of Australia’s treatment of Timor-Leste in this matter? 
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Australia is important for the South Pacific due to its geography and history. 
Like Asia, the Pacific Islands are vast and varied. The first inhabitants of 
the Pacific Islands are thought to have migrated from South-East Asia over 
40 000 years ago. They were hunters but they were followed by other waves of 
migrants bringing pigs and cultivated plants, such as yam and taro. 

Contact with the world beyond the Pacific began from the 17th century. 
By the early 19th century European, Australian and US traders, whalers, 
missionaries and beachcombers began to enter the Pacific. They were followed 
by the navies of various countries to protect their citizens and prevent other 
countries from getting too strong a foothold in the Pacific.

These newcomers were the agents of change. Historian Alan Moorehead 
coined the term ‘fatal impact’ in the 1960s to describe the effects the Western 
newcomers had on the Pacific people. This is probably far too simplistic, 
‘Eurocentric’ and culturally arrogant an explanation and change in the Pacific 
is far more subtle and complicated than this. 

From the 1770s in Tahiti right through to the 1890s in the Solomons, 
when the Pacific leaders realised the newcomers were there to stay, they tried 
to use them for their own purposes, such as acquiring trade goods and firearms 
to defeat their traditional enemies and obtain greater power. The newcomers, 
on the other hand, saw it as in their interests to identify with powerful local 
leaders to ensure their safety, get a foothold and make money. 

Once they had identified the powerful local chief, the newcomers would 
often ‘make’ them a king (an idea traditionally not known in the Pacific) 
so they could negotiate treaties with them by claiming they spoke for their 
entire island or area (which was usually not true). The Pomares in Tahiti, 
Tupoa in Tonga, Kamehameha in Hawaii, Cakobau in Fiji and Kwaisulia in 
the Solomons demonstrate this process.

The newcomers, however, brought about more change than could be 
foreseen by the Pacific Islanders. Following the whalers came a handful of 
resident traders. Later labour ships arrived looking for people to work on the 
plantations of Fiji, Queensland, Samoa, and on the farms and mines of New 
Caledonia. Some were taken against their will (blackbirding); however, soon 
Pacific Islanders went voluntarily and made repeated trips. They brought back 
metal goods, firearms, cloth and tobacco in return for their work. These new 
forms of wealth on the islands were undermining the traditional way of life. 
Firearms were often an excuse for Western powers to take over the islands, as 
happened when Britain declared a Protectorate over the Solomons in 1893 to 
regulate the labour and arms trade. The colonists in Australia interfered too 
and put pressure on Britain to take over many Pacific islands because they 
feared the ambitions of other imperial nations. 

World War II saw bloody battles being fought in the Pacific Islands 
to drive the Japanese back. After World War II, ‘the winds of change’ –  
moves towards independence – came to the South Pacific more slowly than 
elsewhere, but come they did. However, island independence has brought a 
whole new set of problems for the Pacific.

Faces of the Pacific1.7 Australia and the Pacific

Blackbirding  Forcefully recruiting 
Pacific Islanders for work on plantations 
in Australia, Fiji and Samoa. 

Eurocentric  Focused on Europe and 
the Europeans.

Fatal impact  For historian Alan 
Moorehead, this term meant devastating 
change for the Pacific Islanders.

Figure 8.21

Man from the New Guinea 
Highlands.

Figure 8.22

Man from the New Guinea 
Highlands.

Figure 8.20

Woman from Trobriand Islands PNG.

Figure 8.24

Solomon Islander boy with 
traditional pan pipe.

Figure 8.25

Man from the New Guinea 
Highlands.

Figure 8.23

Solomon Islander ‘Salt Water’ people 
on the artificial islands of Malaita.

The Polynesians are closely related 

to the Malays of Indonesia, Malaysia 

and the Philippines. 

Did you know?

Understanding the topic
1  Summarise the main details of 

settlement in the Pacific in point 
form or in a table.

2  Why did outside countries move 
into the Pacific? What did they 
want to gain? 

3  What did the Pacific Islanders  
seek from the newcomers?

4  Draw six conclusions about the 
lifestyle and culture of Pacific 
Islanders from the pictures in 
figures 8.20 to 8.25. 

5  List the main ways in which 
Australia has been involved in  
the Pacific over the years in the 
form of a timeline.

During World War II when they were 

fighting the Japanese invaders, 

some tribes in Guadalcanal took up 

headhunting again after many years 

of being influenced by Christian 

missionaries.

Did you know?

thinking historically

  H Explain why significant social and cultural movements 
have developed and evaluate their influence on  
societies

1 Complete a table listing reasons supporting and reasons 
against the ‘fatal impact’ explanation of culture change in  
the Pacific.

2 Investigate either the Pomares in Tahiti, Tupoa of Tonga, 
Kamehameha of Hawaii, or Cakobau in Fiji. Create a brief 
biography (three quarters of a page) with a correct list of 
references.

3 Find out about blackbirding or the cargo cult. What can you 
learn about how cultures change from this?
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In the 1950s Australia established the 

Colombo Plan to help the countries 

of Asia with aid and education. It 

was one of the first challenges to the 

White Australia Policy as it allowed 

Asian students to study in Australia. 

Once they graduated, however, they 

had to return home so their new  

skills could be used to help their 

own country. 

Did you know?
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Long day’s journey 

into a nightmare

The Bali Nine

Figure 8.26

The Bali Nine.

activities

1 In Australia, the Bali Nine would undergo 
a jury trial where 12 people would discuss 
the evidence to see if they were guilty 
beyond reasonable doubt. Conduct a mini 
jury. Can your group reach a consensus or 
agreement about what you believe? Try to 
compromise with the opinions of others. 

2 a  Using an Internet search engine such 
as Google or Yahoo, create a search 
string to find out about support for the 
Bali Nine. Collect one article or website 
on this and comment on the authors, 
persuasive techniques, intended 
audience, and appeal and reliability of  
the article or website. Are you 
persuaded by the article or site? Give 
your reasons. Report back to the class 
about your findings. 

  b  Using an Internet search engine 
such as Google or Yahoo, create a 
search string to find out about capital 
punishment or the drug trade in South-
East Asia. Collect one article or website 
on this and comment on the authors, 
persuasive techniques, intended 
audience and appeal and reliability 
of the article or website. Are you 
persuaded by the article or site? Give 
reasons. Report back to the class about 
your findings.

3 Now you have developed a point of view 
on the Bali Nine cases, write a letter to 
promote it. Depending upon your point of  
view, either write a Letter to the Editor to 
a newspaper if you believe the Bali Nine 
deserve their fate, even if you think the 
penalties are too harsh, or write to the 
Indonesian Ambassador to Australia, or 
the Australian Foreign Minister if you want 
better treatment for the Bali Nine. Set out 
your letter correctly (introduction, main 
body, conclusion). Be polite, logical and 
persuasive. 

4 What should the role of the Australian 
Government be in relation to the 
Bali Nine? Do you detect any double 
standards with regard to the application of 
the death penalty? Brainstorm individually 
or in groups possible actions that the 
Australian Government may take and 
consequences for these actions. Make 
a recommendation to the Australian 
Government (either the Prime Minister, 
the Foreign Minister or the Australian 
Ambassador to Indonesia) as  
to what you think they should do. 
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In the cool of a dying day, Scott 

Rush grips his prison bars with 

both hands and stares out in despair 

at freedom, something he hasn’t much 

thought about until recently. It’s been 

a sweltering day, he’s wearing only 

board shorts, and is barefooted and 

bare-chested to catch the faint breeze 

that comes at dusk. A strong-looking 

young man. Hanging on, staring out. 

Silent.
Rush has much to think about 

and plenty of time to do it. He’s 

one of the Bali Nine, eight men and 

one woman, all Australian, arrested 

the previous Sunday night. Four 

had packs containing a total of  

8.3 kilograms of heroin strapped 

around their bodies and concealed 

beneath their clothes, and for them 

this prison block could be the first step 

to death row and a firing squad …

At about noon, Rush’s parents 

spent half an hour in the exercise area 

with him and half a dozen guards 

under the unrelenting intrusion of the 

media, camera lenses thrust through 

the bars to capture every gesture and 

expression, tape recorders seeking 

their words.

They are sun-weathered Queens-

landers, decent-looking ordinary 

people. At first they had been  

bewildered and distressed by the 

attention and their son’s circum-

stances. But with that wonderful 

resilience of parents when their 

children are in trouble, they quickly 

rallied, ignoring the intruders as they 

sat at a picnic table with Rush. They 

brought him love, courage and a 

Bible. And jelly beans.

‘Oh, he’s just a baby,’ said a 

Balinese woman, a media interpreter. 

He’s 19.
There is no doubt it is a big catch, 

but there is equally no doubt their 

net is full of tadpoles and they have 

missed the sharks, the suppliers who 

sold the drugs. Their trumpeting 

cannot gloss over the reality that 

instead of being a great triumph of 

law enforcement, the Bali police and 

the Australian Federal Police agents 

who tipped them off have presided 

over a botched investigation.

In every investigation, the ‘mules’ 

who carry the drugs across borders are 

the least important targets. They are 

expendable and often opportunistic 

amateurs. The real targets are the 

criminals who process and sell the 

drugs. They were not arrested.

Source: Philip Cornford,  

Sydney Morning Herald, 23 April 2005
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Australia’s place in the Asia–Pacific 
region
Some people are concerned about whether Australia 
is an Asian country and whether Asia should be more 
important to Australia than the US alliance.

Racism against Australia and stereotyping 
Australians also happens in some Asian countries. For a 
long time Australia was refused access to the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) because it was 
not considered Asian. 

Australia has had disagreements with countries 
such as Indonesia and Malaysia in the region. The 

longest-serving Malaysian Prime Minister, Mahathir 
Mohamad, criticised Australia for not having Asian 
values. He viewed Australia as believing itself to be 
superior to Asian countries in attitudes to such things 
as capital punishment of drug traffickers, human 
rights, and wanting to influence the internal politics of 
Asian countries to get them to be more like Australia. 
Although there may be elements of truth in all these 
points, they were also a stereotype.

In 2005 Australia finally signed the Treaty of Amity 
and Cooperation with ASEAN, paving the way for it 
eventually becoming a full member of the association.

chapter summary

what do you know now?
1 Create a table headed ‘Comparing and 

contrasting Australia and the Asia–Pacific’ 
on a landscape-oriented page. Insert two 
horizontal rows headed ‘Similarities and 
shared values’ and ‘Differences’. Insert 
seven columns headed ‘PERSIAT’ (Politics, 
Economy, Religion, Society, Ideas, Art and 
Culture, and Technology) (see below). 

 In groups, brainstorm as many ideas as you 
can. Discuss any patterns that emerge. What 
conclusions can you draw? Report back to 
the class.

2 Head a page: ‘Australia’s involvement with 
the region. The main issues concerning us 
today.’ Create sub-headings: ‘Australia and 
Japan’; ‘Australia and Korea’; ‘Australia and 
Indonesia and Southeast Asia’ and ‘Australia 
and the Pacific Islands’. Using appropriate 
drafting, an introductory paragraph, proper 
spelling, paragraphs and presentation, write 
at least half a page on each. Try to include 
conclusions.

a What are the main ‘big picture’ issues of 
our region and the world? Which ones in 
your opinion are most important and why? 

b As citizens, why should we be concerned 
with the ‘big picture’ issues of our region 
and the world?

3 Write a letter to Australia’s Federal Justice 
Minister expressing your carefully considered 
opinion on the death sentence handed down 
to the ringleaders of the Bali Nine. In your 
letter you must show that you are aware of 
arguments against your point of view, and 
refer to them in your letter in order to counter 
(argue against) them. Find out the name of 
the Minister, so you can properly address him 
or her in the letter. Plan and lay out your letter 
correctly.

4 Debate or write an essay on the topic: ‘Our 
attitude to the countries of our region must 
change if we are to have a future.’

Comparing and contrasting Australia and the Asia–Pacific

Politics Economy Religion Society Ideas Art &  
culture Technology

Similarities & 
shared values

Differences

what else could you find out?
1 Find out about Australia’s special 

relationship with New Zealand. Construct an 
annotated timeline of the main events in the 
development of this relationship.

2 Draw a chronologically labelled world  
map of the history of Australian peace- 
keeping missions.

3 Investigate the history of the White Australia 
Policy and construct an annotated timeline of 
the main historical events concerning it.

4 Refer to the official government website and 
tourism web pages of one of the countries 

covered in this chapter. Use a desktop 
publishing program to produce a pamphlet of 
important advice for prospective Australian 
tourists visiting that country. Include correct 
referencing of resources used.

5 Faith Bandler is a notable Australian whose 
father was a Pacific Islander from Vanuatu. 
He was forcibly brought to Queensland to 
work on the sugarcane fields at the turn of 
the 20th century. Find out about Faith’s life 
and her contribution to Australia.

activity 1
Revision quiz

 1 What is the Asia–Pacific Rim? What are the 
five main areas in the Asia–Pacific Rim?

 2 Who are Australia’s two biggest trading 
partners?

 3 What is foreign policy? Write at least half 
a page. Include the idea of ‘national self-
interest’ in your answer (explaining what it is).

 4 List four current or recent political or foreign 
policy involvements Australia has had in the 
region.

 5 Name four treaties or international  
agreements, in which Australia is or has been 
involved with the countries of the Asia–Pacific.

 6 Explain the ideas of complementary trade with 
regard to Australia’s trade with Japan and 
South Korea.

 7 When did the Australian Defence Force begin 
its role as peace-keepers? List four places 
where Australia has sent peace-keeping  
forces.

 8 How did the Allied occupation of Japan help 
Japan after 1945?

 

9 What benefits did Australia derive from its 
involvement in BCOF?

10 What was Australia’s most significant military 
action during the Korean War and why was it 
so important?

11 Why did Australia send troops to Vietnam in 
1962?

12 What is ASEAN and why is it important for 
Australia?

13 What difficulties did the Indonesians have in 
Aceh and have these been resolved?

14 What was INTERFET and how was Australia 
involved with it?

15 What is the Timor Gap Treaty?

16 Who is the current President of Indonesia?

17 Who was Pol Pot and how did Australia help 
solve the problems of his rule?

18 Briefly explain the idea of ‘fatal impact’.

19 What was ‘blackbirding’?

20 List some of Australia’s involvements with the 
South Pacific Forum.
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